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Date:
   December 4, 2008
Subject:   CFDD 2009 Advisor Conference

Thank you for making the CFDD’s 2008 Advisor Conference and Charity Golf Event a continued success.  In spite of a challenging economic environment, over 1,000 retirement plan specialists registered for the October 13-15, 2008 Advisor Conference.  Consistent with previous years, almost twenty exhibitors were queued up on the wait list.  

The CFDD’s Advisor Conference remains distinguished by an unbiased approach, rich content, advisor attendance, value, unique sponsorships, unmatched networking and hands-on conference management. More accomplished retirement plan advisors attend the CFDD’s Advisor Conference than any other industry event and our ratio of advisors to registrants is unequalled. 

As a bottom-up organization, your feedback is vitally important to us.  Please email us your suggestions for the 2009 conference, including suggestions for the agenda and the pre-conference activities mentioned below.   If you would like to participate in the agenda, it is strongly suggested that you get involved early.  Given our limited space, exhibitors should also select their 2009 booths early. 

Like the 2007 and 2008 conferences, the CFDD’s October 5-7, 2009 Advisor Conference will be held at the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess Resort.  The two and one-half day event will be hosted over a Monday-Wednesday period and the wraparound activities will take place on Sunday, 10/4/09.
The 2009 Advisor Conference will incorporate a Wild/Old West theme.  The grand prize will feature a one-week all expense paid vacation for two at one of the nation’s top dude ranches.
The 2009 conference completes our three year contract with the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess Resort.  Although the location for the 2010 Advisor Conference has not yet been finalized, there is a possibility that we may return to Chicago.

The CFDD remains the only source that deals with controversial topics, including their impact on industry margins.  The 2009 conference agenda will not be developed until early next year, but the pre-conference activities will change direction and focus on enhanced social activities that offer unique networking opportunities.
As always, we look forward to your feedback and seeing you next year.

Phil Chiricotti

President

Center for Due Diligence

CFDD 2009 ADVISOR CONFERENCE:

Dates, Location & Booth Availability 
(10/19/08)
October 5-7, 2009 (Monday-Wednesday)

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess Resort

 Scottsdale, Arizona 

As noted, the CFDD’s October 5-7, 2009 Advisor Conference will be held at the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess Resort.  The two and one-half day event will be hosted over a Monday-Wednesday period and the wraparound activities will take place on Sunday, 10/4/09.

The CFDD’s Advisor Conference continues to sell out early at the hotel, exhibitor and individual registrant levels.   The exhibition booths sold out six months in advance of the 2007 & 2008 conferences and we expect a similar experience in 2009.
Our exhibition space is fixed and we are unable to accommodate all the vendors that would like to exhibit.  Given that a number of the 2009 booths are already sold, exhibitors may wish to budget their 2009 conference expense early.

Exhibitors attending the 2008 conference should examine the facilities carefully and identify the booths that best meet their needs.   The booths are all priced equally, but like all conferences, some locations are more desirable.  In addition to guaranteeing presence, an early commitment would also ensure the booth location of choice. 
We have most of the Fairmont’s standard rooms under contract, but Arizona hotels are not as big as convention center type hotels.  Staying in the conference hotel increases presence and exhibitors would be smart to block their hotel requirements early.  To assist attendees with accommodations, the CFDD has also secured conveniently located overflow hotels. 

Developing a conference strategy in advance and leveraging the conference’s success can be very effective, but most providers don’t really think about exhibiting.  At a minimum, exhibitors should request presence on the agenda, post conference home page banner ads (500,000+ page visits per month) and consider sponsorships.  Hosting a wraparound event and promoting their overall conference role with a consistent and multi-media approach would also pay dividends.

COST-TO-BENEFIT ANALYSIS

The CFDD is widely copied, but the industry is burdened with too many conferences. The consolidating elite are also over burdened with work related demands, continuing education requirements and staffing demands.   Few agendas are fresh, most are behind the market, some are conflicted and conference hosts generally lack a strategy for driving traffic to the exhibition area. 
Attendance lists typically contain minimal information and few conference hosts provide a meaningful list in advance of their conference.  To the best of our knowledge, the CFDD is the only host that uploads a dynamic list of registrants to a secure area of the conference home page months in advance of the event.   
Before committing to any conference, exhibitors would benefit from performing a cost-to-benefit analysis. Mature markets demand that resources be used more effectively. Conferences can be very productive, but they require a substantial amount of time and money.  

In addition to avoiding conferences that are unproductive, disorganized and do not provide a populated attendance list in advance, exhibitors would be wise to invest in conferences that are heavily attended by their customers.  CE credits are important, but content, client attendance and contact information are the primary benchmarks applicable to conference evaluation for providers.

Showing the flag is important to some vendors, but committing limited resources to events that are little more than “vendor fests” makes no sense from a marketing standpoint.
CONFERENCE BENCHMARKING

The CFDD’s Advisor Conference offers more value than any other event.  To assist you with your benchmarking, we are listing some of the features below that make the CFDD’s Advisor Conference compelling to vendors. 

· Premier Conference For Retirement Plan Advisors

· Unmatched Advisor Attendance Both In Quality & Quantity

· Dynamic Spreadsheet Of Conference Registrants - Including Full Contact Information -  Posted On Conference Home Page Months In Advance Of The Event

· Premier Resort, Spa & Meeting Facilities

· Opportunity To Network With The Elite In An Ideal & Controlled Environment

Conference Benchmarking
Continued……

· Exhibitor Fee Includes Five (5) Registrations To The Conference With Full Access To All Conference Events  (Booth is virtually free)

· Additional Tickets Available At A Discount

· Discount On CFDD Banner Ads  (500,000+ page visits per month)
· URL Posting On CFDD’s “Provider Links” Page

· Listing In Conference Handout Material

· Opportunity To Participate In The Industry’s Most Content Rich Agenda

· Complimentary Breakfast, Lunch & Cocktail Parties

· Non-Competing Wraparound Activities Encouraged

· No Restrictions On Audio, Video Or Photo Taking
· Unique  Sponsorships With Unmatched Value, Recognition &  Exposure To A Targeted Audience*
·  Post-Conference Guide Advertising Discount
*The premium sponsorships include recognition in over one million emails and CFDD website banner ads with over 500,000 monthly page visits.

The CFDD’s exhibitor space is fixed and we are unable to accommodate all the vendors that would like to exhibit at the conference.  If you plan to exhibit at the CFDD’s October 5-7, 2009 Advisor Conference at the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess Resort, it is strongly suggested that  you complete and return the attached exhibitor form early.

CFDD 2009 ADVISOR CONFERENCE EXHIBITOR FORM

October 5-7, 2009 (Monday-Wednesday)
The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
 Scottsdale, Arizona
Please print or type all information below.

Name:














(Primary Contact)

Company Name:












(Exactly as it should be displayed on your booth)

Address:













City:





  State:



  Zip Code:



Phone:





  Fax:








Email Address:












Web Site for Advisors:












One Paragraph Description Of Your Company:








CFDD 2009 ADVISOR CONFERENCE EXHIBITOR FORM

In addition to more retirement plan advisor attendance than any other conference, the CFDD limits exhibitors to maintain an “advisor-centric” atmosphere. The conference offers ideal networking opportunities, a luxury resort hotel and an opportunity to participate in the agenda.  Non-competing wraparound activity is encouraged and the $8,750 exhibition fee also includes:
· 8'x10' Booth*
· 5 Full Conference Registrations* 

· Additional Registrations At 50% Discount

· Listing In Conference Handout Material
· Link On CFDD’s “Provider Links” Page (http://www.401kduediligence.com/links.asp)

· Excel Spreadsheet Of Registrants With Full Contact Information

· Discount On CFDD  Banner Ads
· Competitively Priced Sponsorships,
· Post-Conference Guide Advertising Discount

The CFDD’s Advisor Conferences sell out early and over 1,000 retirement plan specialists attend the annual event.  Unlike other conferences, the CFDD targets retirement plan advisors exclusively and our registrants control more retirement assets than any other intermediary group. 
The CFDD’s Advisor Conference offers more value than any other industry event.  Since five (5) tickets are included in the exhibition fee, the booth is virtually free. To register for this premier event, secure limited exhibition space, network with elite retirement advisors, expand your universe and benefit from the discounts mentioned above, complete this form and return it with a check for $8,750 to the address below:  

Center For Due Diligence,
P. O. Box 8
Western Springs, IL 60558
  * Upon receipt of payment, exhibitors may select their booth of choice from available inventory.  Conference registrations may be substituted at anytime, but all registrations for exhibitor personnel must be assigned two weeks before the conference.  Non-exhibitor personnel registrations must be assigned by 9/4/09.
CFDD 2009 ADVISOR CONFERENCE INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM

October 5-7, 2009 (Monday-Wednesday)

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess

Scottsdale, Arizona
Please print or type all information below.

Registration forms cannot be processed without full contact information.

Name:














(Exactly as it should be displayed on your name badge)

Title:














Company Name:












(Exactly as it should be displayed on your name badge)

Address:













City:





  State:



  Zip Code:



Phone:





  Fax:








Email Address:











Advisor/Broker/Consultant  _______       RIA _______
 Designations: ___________________


TPA/Recordkeeper ________
   Provider/Vendor _________
   Other 




Retirement Plans, Participants & Assets Under Management (Intermediary Only)

Plans:   _________________________






   Assets:  __________________________




                                          Participants:  __________________________

CFDD 2009 ADVISOR CONFERENCE INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM

October 5-7, 2009  (Monday-Wednesday)

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess

Scottsdale, Arizona
_____________________________________________________________________________

Individual Registration Fees:

(   )
$    675 –  Before 
6/15/09

(   )
$    775 –  Between   
6/16/09
- 7/15/09

(   )
$    875 –  Between  
7/16/09
- 8/15/09

(   )
$    975 –  Between  
8/16/09
- 9/15/09

(   )       $ 1,200 –  After              9/16/09
(   )       
I Would Like To Participate In The Conference Agenda.   If you have not participated in a CFDD Advisor Conference agenda in the past, you must include a check with your registration form to be considered along with a bio.  Please note your check does not guarantee a spot on the agenda.  If approved, your registration fee will be reimbursed. 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM & PAYMENT TO:
CFDD

P.O. Box 8

Western Springs, IL 60558
REFUND POLICY: Conference registration fee funds are available if cancellation is received thirty days prior to the 10/04/09 conference start date.  Refunds will not be issued after 9/04/09, but substitutions and full credit towards the following year’s conference are available.

The Center For Due Diligence
The Center For Due Diligence

